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Texas Historic Drought Texas Historic Drought 

1949 – 1956      
1961 - 1964
1969 – 1971
1983 – 1985
1988 – 1990
1996 – 1998
1999 – 2000
2005 - 2007
2008 - ?           

1891 – 1893     
1896 – 1899      
1901 -1902      
1909 – 1912      
1916 – 1918      
1924 – 1925      
1933 – 1934     
1937 – 1939      



Palmer Drought Severity IndexPalmer Drought Severity Index

4.0 or more         Extremely wet
3.0 to 3.99           Very wet
2.0 to 2.99           Moderately wet
1.0 to 1.99           Slightly wet
0.5 to –0.5           Near normal
-1.0 to –1.99        Mild drought
-2.0 to –2.99        Moderate drought
-3.0 to –3.99        Severe drought
-4.00 or less         Extreme drought 





Historic Drought – Palmer Index         
Maximum Monthly
Historic Drought – Palmer Index         
Maximum Monthly

1949 – 1956      -6.0 PDSI
1961 - 1964       -4.8 PDSI
1969 – 1971      -4.5 PDSI
1983 – 1985      -3.1 PDSI
1988 – 1990      -3.5 PDSI
1996 – 1998      -4.2 PDSI
1999 – 2000      -4.2 PDSI
2005 - 2007      -4.6 PDSI
2008 - ?            -4.4 PDSI

1891 – 1893     
1896 – 1899      -2.7  PDSI
1901 -1902       -3.9  PDSI

1909 – 1912      -4.8  PDSI
1916 – 1918      -6.0  PDSI
1924 – 1925      -5.0  PDSI
1933 – 1934      -3.0  PDSI
1937 – 1939      -3.9  PDSI



TWDB Reconstructed Palmer Index











Drought Conditions –March 2009Drought Conditions –March 2009

















LA NINO/ Southern OscillationLA NINO/ Southern Oscillation
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