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SEGUIN-The Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority (GBRA) today filed a formal request with the Texas 
Natural Resource Conservation Commission (TNRCC) that could mean more water will soon be available 
from Canyon Reservoir to benefit the Guadalupe River Basin and region. 
 
GBRA is requesting TNRCC set GBRA’s application to amend its Canyon Reservoir water right for action 
at the earliest possible Commission agenda.  The request included a proposed draft order by which the 
Commission would grant the application.   
 
This request is just one in a series of steps required to process GBRA’s August 1997 application to 
TNRCC.  The application, officially titled ‘Application to Amend Certificate of Adjudication No. 18-2074D’, 
would increase Canyon Reservoir’s authorized delivery amount from 50,000 acre-feet per year to 90,000 
acre-feet per year.   
 
According to GBRA general manager Bill West, the Canyon permit amendment is a major component of 
critical water supply projects for the basin, including portions of western Comal and Hays counties.  “The 
current drought, combined with population growth, is beginning to seriously affect well levels in portions of 
the region supplied by the Trinity and Edwards Aquifer.  In addition, several communities must have 
confirmation of a firm surface water supply from Canyon Reservoir in order to complete planning and 
funding for municipal projects,” said West.   
 
Only part of the additional Canyon Reservoir water would be used right away to meet current needs.  The 
majority would be a future supply to meet the long-range demands of the basin due to the region’s 
projected growth. 
 
GBRA’s statutory district, which covers Hays, Comal, Guadalupe, Caldwell, Gonzales, DeWitt, Victoria, 
Kendall, Refugio, and Calhoun counties, contains some of the fastest-growing areas in Texas.  By 2050, 
the population in this region is projected to double.  
 
West said a portion of the increased supply will also be contracted to current users of the Edwards 
Aquifer in Bexar County.  “This will provide alternative water supplies on a temporary, interim basis.  In 
addition, reducing pumping from the Edwards Aquifer will help maintain the flow of the Comal and San 
Marcos Springs that supply vital water to the Guadalupe River.” 
 
GBRA’s application is based on hydrologic studies that show the reservoir’s firm yield, under current 
operating procedures, is approximately 90,000 acre-feet/year.  “The application does not request any 
change in the current operating procedures of Canyon Reservoir,” said West.  “What it does is enable us 
to use the available water more efficiently.  This use of stored water stretches and conserves the firm 
yield of the Reservoir and is definitely in the public interest.” 
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West emphasized that releases from Canyon Reservoir will continue to meet all downstream 
environmental needs and senior water rights.  “The amount of inflows passed through the reservoir at 
conservation elevation (909 feet mean sea level) or below will be exactly the same as before the 
Application is granted.  This applies throughout any drought, including a repeat of the drought of record.” 
 
“In fact, the granting of the Application will tend to result in increased flows in the Guadalupe River 
downstream of Canyon Reservoir during dry conditions, particularly during severe droughts, which is 
precisely when additional instream flows are most desired,” West said. 
 
“GBRA’s request to increase the authorized delivery amount from Canyon Reservoir is a vital part of our 
effort to ease the growing demand on wells and to reduce dependence on the Edwards, Trinity and other 
underground aquifers,” West said. 
 
Following a lengthy review process, TNRCC declared the GBRA application ‘administratively complete’ in 
August 1999 and mailed notices to all water rights holders.  The notice generated widespread and 
overwhelming support for the granting of the application.  As of today, among those who have filed letters 
with the Commission expressing support for the application are: City of Boerne, Texas; City of Fair Oaks 
Ranch, Texas; City of Kyle, Texas; City of San Marcos, Texas; City of Seguin, Texas; City of Victoria, 
Texas; New Braunfels Utilities; San Antonio Water System; Bexar Metropolitan Water District; Comal 
County, Texas; Upper Guadalupe River Authority; San Antonio River Authority; Barton Springs/Edwards 
Aquifer Conservation District; Canyon Regional Water Authority; Kendall County Water Control & 
Improvement District No. 1; Green Valley Special Utility District; Springs Hill Water Supply Corp.; Canyon 
Lake Water Supply Corporation; Crystal Clear Water Supply Corp.; Guadalupe Valley Electric 
Cooperative, Inc.; Bradley Development; the DuPont Company; and Union Carbide Corporation. 
 
The notice also generated some requests for hearing.  At GBRA’s request, the Executive Director of the 
TNRCC deferred forwarding the application and the hearing requests to the Commissioners to allow 
GBRA time to attempt to resolve any differences with those who filed hearing requests.  That effort was 
worthwhile.  Several entities and individuals who initially opposed the application and requested a 
contested case hearing, subsequently withdrew their opposition and requests for hearing.  These include 
Kerr County; the Water Oriented Recreation District of Comal County (“WORD”); and several water rights 
holders.   
 
“GBRA firmly believes that the few remaining requests for hearing should be denied, because no one 
filing any of the requests could be harmed by the granting of the application.  We see no need for the 
Commission to refer any issue to hearing,” said West. 
 
One of the remaining requests for hearing was filed by a group called Guadalupe River Trout Unlimited.  
“This group is requesting a constant release of cold Canyon Reservoir water during warm-weather 
months in order to provide an artificial habitat for trout stocked in a small stretch of the Guadalupe River 
below Canyon Dam.  The rainbow and brown trout stocked by Trout Unlimited are non-native species not 
found naturally anywhere in Texas.  They are only present because they are introduced by man and 
continually stocked from year to year in order to duplicate an artificial cold-water fishing environment in 
Texas during the winter months,” said West.  
 
West emphasized that GBRA’s Application has no potential for adversely affecting any of the exotic non-
native trout stocked below Canyon Dam, because current operating criteria for Canyon Reservoir will 
remain in place after the Application is granted by TNRCC.  “In fact, the increased releases we anticipate 
making during severe droughts will actually help to benefit the trout as well as other aquatic species.   
 
“GBRA has a long history of protecting water quality and the environment.  We must focus on the broad 
objective of managing this resource so that it can sustain the future water needs of the entire region,” 
West said. 
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