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SEGUIN. . . . . The release rate from Canyon Reservoir during the Fourth of July weekend will be approximately 
100 cubic feet per second (cfs), based on current reservoir inflows.  Today’s inflow into Canyon Reservoir is 106 
cfs and the lake elevation is 905.66 msl, or 3.34 feet below the normal conservation pool. 
 
“Despite recent rainfall in South Central Texas, not enough has fallen in the upper Guadalupe River Basin to 
return Canyon Reservoir to its conservation pool elevation of 909 feet mean sea level (msl).  Only then can the 
Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority remove the reservoir drought release provision it activated on April 30 to 
conserve stored water in Canyon Reservoir,” said GBRA general manager Bill West.   
 
Canyon Reservoir operates under permits granted by the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission 
(TNRCC) and the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC).  Releases from the reservoir are based 
upon natural inflows, licensed flows for the project, senior water rights, contract releases from the conservation 
pool for cities, industries and other downstream users, and bay and estuary flow requirements.   
 
Generally, these permits require a minimum release of 90 cfs from the reservoir. However, the FERC permit 
also contains a drought provision that can be activated if reservoir inflows average less than 90 cfs for a period 
of 45 days.   
 
“By activating this drought provision, GBRA is only required to release an amount equal to the actual inflow, 
which is often below 90 cfs as inflows and reservoir levels decline,” said West.  “This helps GBRA conserve 
stored water in Canyon Reservoir to meet future municipal and industrial needs in an extended drought.  Upon 
‘call’ from our customers, however, we can supplement that release with additional stored water in order to meet 
contractual obligations.”   
 
Canyon Dam and Reservoir was completed in 1964 as a joint project by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and 
GBRA.  It provides flood control benefits as well a stable water supply during times of low river flow or drought. 
 
West said the Reservoir is basically a “two-part storage chamber.”  The upper level, or flood pool (909-943 msl) 
is controlled by the Corps of Engineers, and is kept empty to capture flood waters and protect people and 
property downstream.  The lower level, or conservation pool (800-909 feet mean sea level) stores water that is 
released by GBRA to meet commitments to downstream water users during periods of drought or low river flow.   
 
West hopes everyone will observe water safety rules during the Fourth of July weekend. “Use life jackets 
whether you’re boating, tubing, rafting or canoeing.  Wear something that protects your feet.  Use a hat and 
sunblock to prevent sunburn.  Remember that glass and foam containers are prohibited on many rivers and 
lakes.  Don’t mix alcohol and water recreation – instead, drink sodas, juice or water.  Following these few simple 
rules can help keep you water safe.” 
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