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SEGUIN- Water users in the Guadalupe River Basin and adjacent region will have to wait several 
more months to find out when additional water may be available from Canyon Reservoir.  The 
delay is the result of a decision today by Commissioners of the Texas Natural Resource 
Conservation Commission (TNRCC) to send the Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority’s request to 
amend its Canyon Reservoir permit to the State Office of Administrative Hearings (SOAH).   
 
The Commission ordered the hearing to take place in a ‘timely manner,’ citing four to six months 
as the suggested timetable.  They also limited the hearing to one issue – to determine if the 
amendment would have any effects on the trout fishery stocked below Canyon Dam by 
Guadalupe River Trout Unlimited (GRTU). 
 
According to GBRA general manager W. E. ‘Bill’ West, Jr., the release rate from Canyon 
Reservoir requested by GRTU is higher than the amount placed in the permit amendment by the 
TNRCC staff.  “This higher release rate requested by GRTU would also remove more water from 
Canyon Reservoir and have an impact on its level,” said West.   
 
West said he hopes the SOAH hearing will be scheduled as quickly as possible.  “The additional 
water that would be available under the permit amendment is needed now.  It will provide a firm 
supply of surface water for residential, business, agricultural and recreational users throughout 
the Guadalupe River Basin and surrounding region.  It is especially important for those 
communities that currently rely on limited underground supplies from the Trinity and Edwards 
Aquifers.” 
 
In August 1997, GBRA filed an application with TNRCC to amend the original Canyon Reservoir 
permit and increase the authorized annual delivery amount to 90,000 acre-feet per year.  The 
request was based on many hydrologic studies conducted since the 1960’s by GBRA engineers, 
and most recently by staff of the TNRCC and the TWDB.  These studies confirmed Canyon 
Reservoir’s ability to deliver more water to customers without hurting senior water rights, 
environmental flows, or having significant long-term impacts on the level of the lake.   
 
Since being filed, the GBRA application has been the subject of thorough administrative and 
technical reviews by the TNRCC staff.  The Texas Parks & Wildlife Department also conducted 
studies to ensure that the amendment would not create environmental problems.   
 
According to West, entities with pending projects counting on the new Canyon Reservoir water 
supply include the cities of Kerrville, Boerne, Fair Oaks Ranch, Bulverde, New Braunfels, San 
Marcos, Kyle and Buda. 
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“The additional water from this amendment has also been an integral part of the last two State 
Water Plans prepared by the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB), and is a key element of 
the Region L Water Plan and the new State Water Plan,” said West.   
 
West explained that GBRA is a subdivision of the state and was created to develop, conserve 
and protect the water resources of the Guadalupe River Basin.  GBRA was the local sponsor for 
Canyon Reservoir, which was completed in 1964, and holds a state water right permit to store 
and deliver up to an average of 50,000 acre-feet of water annually to municipal, industrial and 
agricultural customers of GBRA. 
 
“Canyon Reservoir is the only firm yield water storage and supply structure in the 21-county 
Region L water planning area.  It can provide enough water to serve the needs of the GBRA 
District and this river basin for the next 20-25 years,” West said. 
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