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Dear Editor: 

On November 6th, many citizens in the Guadalupe River Basin will be faced with the decision of 
whether to validate the groundwater conservation districts created by the Texas Legislature last spring.   

 
The Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority (GBRA) supports the creation and validation of these 

groundwater conservation districts for the main reason that ground and surface water are connected and 
the use of one influences the other.  This connection is more important for the Guadalupe River than any 
other river in Texas. 

 
For example, it is now common knowledge that the water flowing at Comal and San Marcos 

Springs from the Edwards Aquifer can provide the majority of the flow in the Guadalupe River during 
droughts.  This was evident even during the minor drought in 2000.   

 
Springs from the Trinity Aquifer also contribute to the Guadalupe River, and the Guadalupe is 

also interlinked with the Carrizo-Wilcox Aquifer and the Gulf Coast Aquifer.  While the physical 
relationship between ground and surface water may be obvious, Texas law does not recognize the 
connection between ground and surface water.   

 
Without a district, the rule of capture -- the law of the biggest pump -- prevails.  This rule allows 

well owners to pump groundwater for any purpose without any liability for the effect on neighboring wells 
or springs.  Groundwater districts have been the Texas Legislature’s preferred method for managing 
groundwater in Texas since the 1950’s, and the establishment of groundwater conservation districts 
would be a prudent action by the citizens of the Guadalupe River Basin.   

 
There are already 42 groundwater conservation districts in Texas.  Because of the growing 

demand for reliable supplies of freshwater as our population grows, the time when the management of 
groundwater will be necessary is at hand.  A groundwater conservation district will allow for the 
management of the resource with a minimum of burden by local residents, instead of regulation by the 
state when the time comes that the groundwater is nearly depleted.   

 
While a concern about more government, even local government, is often the cry of those who 

oppose groundwater conservation districts, the cry of those who lack for water in the years to come will 
be much louder. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
W. E. “Bill” West, Jr. 
General Manager 


