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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   January 4, 2002 
SEGUIN – The Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority (GBRA) proudly announced today that two 

more of its Luling Water Treatment Plant employees -- Joe Downey, Chief Operator and Thomas McNeal, 
Operator – have received “Class A” surface water certificates from the Texas Natural Resource 
Conservation Commission (TNRCC). 

 
“The Class A license is the highest certification available in the water treatment profession in 

Texas,” said GBRA deputy general manager Fred Blumberg.  “Recipients must have previously earned 
Class D, C and B licenses, meet the minimum qualifications of 160 hours of training and eight years of 
experience for the Class A license, and pass a rigorous written examination.  GBRA is very proud of 
these employees who have enhanced their professional standards by taking advantage of the voluntary 
training certification programs offered by the TNRCC.” 

 
Downey has been employed by GBRA since 1978 and has managed the Luling Water Treatment 

Plant since 1989.  He is also a qualified hazardous materials response technician for GBRA. “Our goal is 
to produce a high quality product at the lowest possible cost to our customer. If we achieve that, we have 
been successful,” said Downey. 

 
McNeal, who has been with GBRA six years, has earned three licenses during his eleven years 

of water treatment experience.  In addition to his Class A surface water license, he holds a Class B 
license for wastewater operations and a Class C license in ground water operations. 

 
Two other veteran GBRA employees help to ensure the smooth operation of the Luling plant.  

Samuel Salas, a 16 year veteran employee of GBRA, also holds a Class A surface water license, a Class 
D laboratory analyst license, a Class D Wastewater Plant operator license, and is a qualified hazardous 
materials response technician.  Felix Cortinas has seven years experience with the Luling Water 
Treatment Plant as a Class C surface water operator and a hazardous materials response technician. 
 

The combined qualifications of these operators provide 52 years of water treatment experience to 
the citizens of Luling.  Their extensive training and skilled operations of this facility help to safeguard the 
public’s health, safety and quality of life.  One measure of the plant’s outstanding operation is its receipt  
in 1992 of the coveted Environmental Excellence Award for Public Water Supply that involved a five-state 
competition sponsored by the Environmental Protection Agency. 

 
The Luling Water Treatment Plant, which began operation in 1978, has the capacity to treat up to 

two and one half million gallons of drinking water per day.  The plant is permitted to divert surface water 
from the San Marcos River and provides treated drinking water to approximately 5,000 Luling residents 
through a distribution system operated by the City.   
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CUTLINE – use with accompanying photo: 

“(l-r):  GBRA Luling Water Treatment Plant chief operator Joe Downey and operator Tom McNeal 
have been awarded “Class A” surface water certificates from the Texas Natural Resource Conservation 
Commission (TNRCC).  The Class A license is the highest certification available in the water treatment 
profession in Texas and requires 160 hours of training, eight years of experience and a rigorous written 
examination.  McNeal has also earned a Class B license for wastewater operations and a Class C license 
in ground water operations.  Sam Salas holds a Class A surface water license and a Class D laboratory 
analyst license, and Felix Cortinas has a Class C surface water license.  Downey, Salas and Cortinas are 
also qualified hazardous materials response technicians.” 
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