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SEGUIN-The following resolution was adopted today by the Guadalupe-Blanco River 
Authority (GBRA) Board of Directors at their regular monthly meeting in Seguin. 
 
The resolution not only addresses concerns raised by Comal County officials and 
citizens regarding GBRA’s Canyon Reservoir permit amendment, but also confirms our 
commitment to continue managing the Reservoir for the benefit of all our constituents. 
 
GBRA General Manager Bill West will be available until 4 P.M. this afternoon to respond 
to your questions.  Please call him at (830) 379-5822.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
RESOLUTION 

 
WHEREAS, the Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority (“GBRA”) holds the water right for 

Canyon Reservoir, Certificate of Adjudication No. 18-2074, as amended, and it supplies water 
from conservation storage in the Reservoir pursuant to the terms of that Certificate to various 
entities and individuals within GBRA’s ten-county statutory area; and  

 
 WHEREAS, this is a water short region and additional water supplies must be developed 

as rapidly as possible; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is imperative that water from sources other than the Edwards Aquifer be 

developed to assure the maintenance of adequate and continuous springflows from the Comal 
and San Marcos Springs; and 

 



WHEREAS, increased use of water from Canyon Reservoir is an important component of 
the Senate Bill 1 Region “L” planning process; and 

 
WHEREAS, Canyon Reservoir is important to the entire Guadalupe River Basin, and 
 
WHEREAS, GBRA continues to work with area interests concerned with all uses of the 

Reservoir through the commitment of personnel and finances for the: 
 
• Canyon Reservoir Regional Water Quality Study; 
• Canyon Reservoir Economic Benefit Study; 
• Sponsorship of the joint study with the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers 

(“USACOE”) for a Seasonal Release Plan for Canyon Reservoir; 
• Sponsorship of the joint study with the USACOE for the Cibolo Creek Recharge 

and Watershed Management;  
• Support of the Natural Resource Conservation Service brush management 

programs; 
• Development of “smart growth” alternatives for development of the Hill Country; 
• Planning, permitting, funding and construction of additional flood control 

facilities; and 
• Development of additional rainfall monitoring and flood warning systems; and 
 
WHEREAS, GBRA has taken various actions to increase the amount of water available 

for use from Canyon Reservoir, as follows:   
 
(1)  GBRA subordinated its hydroelectric rights to Canyon Reservoir, as evidenced by 

that certain Resolution and Order adopted on June 19, 1996, by GBRA’s Board of 
Directors;  

 
(2)  GBRA filed an application to amend Certificate of Adjudication No. 18-2074 

with the TNRCC on August 29, 1997 (“GBRA’s Application”) seeking, among 
other things, an increase in the amount of water authorized to be used based on 
GBRA’s subordination of its downstream hydroelectric rights and the anticipated 
subordination of the hydroelectric right of the City of Seguin; 

  
(3)  GBRA entered into that certain Agreement with the City of Seguin dated as of 

August 19, 1998, pursuant to which the City agrees to subordinate its 
hydroelectric right to Canyon Reservoir; and  

 
(4)  Upon the granting of GBRA’s Application by the TNRCC on August 9, 2001, 

GBRA accepted Certificate of Adjudication No. 18-2074E and all of its 
conditions and requirements, including Special Condition 6(b), which requires 
GBRA to maintain in effect the subordinations of its hydroelectric rights and the 
hydroelectric right of the City of Seguin to GBRA’s right to store water in and 
divert and use water from Canyon Reservoir; and 

 



WHEREAS, Canyon Reservoir provides, in addition to its primary purposes of flood 
control and water supply, other benefits in the form of both upstream and downstream public 
recreation; and  
 

WHEREAS, the actions that GBRA has taken to increase the amount of water available 
for use from Canyon Reservoir will have a positive impact on the use of Canyon Reservoir for 
recreation as well as its use for water supply.  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 

GUADALUPE-BLANCO RIVER AUTHORITY:  
  
(1) As soon as practicable after the adoption of this Resolution, GBRA will develop and 

thereafter maintain a water balance spreadsheet that shows the actual water level of 
Canyon Reservoir each day, and the water level that would have existed on that day if 
inflows were passed through pursuant to Certificate of Adjudication 18-2074D and the 
requirements that were in effect prior to GBRA taking the various actions described 
above to increase the amount of water available for use from Canyon Reservoir, and 
diversions were limited to an average of 50,000 acre-feet per year  (the “Water Level 
Under Prior Requirements”), so that the two water levels for any given period may be 
compared.   
 

(2) In March of each year, GBRA will make available to interested members of the public 
the water balance spreadsheet for the previous calendar year prepared pursuant to 
Paragraph (1), above. 

 
(3) The Canyon Reservoir Economic Benefit Study that GBRA is in the process of 

performing will address benefits of Canyon Reservoir under alternative assumptions 
regarding Reservoir operating criteria, drought management criteria and conservation 
requirements.  The study will consider all benefits of Canyon Reservoir, including flood 
control, water supply, and recreation upstream and downstream, during both drought and 
non-drought periods. 

 
(4) Upon completion of the Canyon Reservoir Economic Benefit Study, GBRA will review 

the results of the study, and will in good faith attempt to identify possible actions, if any, 
that might result in further increases in water levels of Canyon Reservoir without 
adversely affecting the significant water supply benefits provided by Certificate of 
Adjudication No. 18-2074E. 

 
(5) At the present time, GBRA anticipates that the Canyon Reservoir Economic Benefit 

Study will be completed by September 30, 2002.  GBRA further anticipates that the total 
amount of water from Canyon Reservoir that will need to be committed by contract on a 
long-term, firm basis by September 30, 2002 will be less than an average of 76,000 acre-
feet per year.  Accordingly, unless good reason is shown, not more than such amount will 
be so committed before GBRA has had an opportunity to review the results of the study, 
as well as any additional information that becomes available by that time regarding other 
sources of supply that may be used in conjunction with Canyon Reservoir.  If GBRA 



determines that it will commit prior to September 30, 2002 water from Canyon Reservoir 
on a long-term, firm basis in an amount in excess of an average of 76,000 acre feet per 
year, GBRA will provide notice of said proposed commitment to the County Judge of 
each County within the GBRA District and to each existing municipal water supply 
customer, and to provide each a reasonable opportunity to appear before the GBRA 
Board of Directors to provide comment.  

 
(6) GBRA will make additional commitments to supply water from Canyon Reservoir and 

other sources of supply in conjunction with Canyon Reservoir on a long-term, firm basis 
only to the extent that hydrologic studies performed by GBRA show that all such existing 
and additional commitments can be met throughout a repeat of the drought of record. 

 
(7) GBRA will maintain a list of its commitments to supply water from Canyon Reservoir 

and other sources of supply in conjunction with Canyon Reservoir, and will make such 
list available to interested members of the public. 

 
(8) GBRA will continue to periodically evaluate the amount of water that can be supplied 

from Canyon Reservoir and other sources of supply in conjunction with Canyon 
Reservoir on a long-term, firm basis. 

 
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 
GUADALUPE-BLANCO RIVER AUTHORITY on this the 13th day of March, 2002. 
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