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GBRA CANYON PERMIT AMENDMENT RULED VALID 
Bulverde, Fair Oaks Ranch, Buda, Kyle and Canyon Regional Water 

Authority will receive critically needed water resources 
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AUSTIN –  The final challenge to the Canyon Permit Amendment issued to the Guadalupe-Blanco River 
Authority (GBRA) last summer by the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission (TNRCC) was 
removed today when Judge Margaret Cooper of the 353rd District Court in Travis County ruled in 
GBRA’s favor in a lawsuit filed by Friends of Canyon Lake (FOCL).  Judge Cooper had previously 
dismissed all other issues raised by FOCL in a March 5 pre-trial hearing, leaving the sole issue to be 
decided today whether or not GBRA properly posted its intention to file the permit amendment request 
with TNRCC. 
 
Today’s ruling states that “having considered the pleadings, the evidence, and the arguments of 
counsel, it is the opinion of this Court that (i) GBRA has shown itself entitled to the relief sought herein 
and (ii) FOCL has failed to demonstrate any violation by GBRA of the Open Meetings Act.  For those 
reasons, and based on its prior rulings, the Court finds and determines that judgment should be entered 
in favor of the GBRA…” 
 
Further, “it is ORDERED, ADJUDGED, AND DECLARED that GBRA is authorized to issue the 
$75,000,000 in contract revenue bonds (the “Proposed Bonds”), which were approved by GBRA’s 
Board of Directors on October 17, 2001.  FOCL’s challenges to the Amendment are found to be without 
merit and the Amendment is hereby declared a valid and binding action of the TNRCC.” 
 
“Judge Cooper's ruling will ensure that Canyon Reservoir's resources are fully-utilized to help meet the 
needs of the Guadalupe River Basin and surrounding region,” said Bill West, GBRA general manager.  
“Pending an appeal to the State Supreme Court by FOCL, we are ready to move ahead with funding 
and construction of the Western Canyon Water Supply Project.  This project will deliver a reliable supply 
of surface water to the people and communities who currently rely on wells in the Trinity and Edwards 
Aquifers, and could be finished in less than two years if we are able to start right away.  We hope there 
will be no further delays for those who need these additional water resources right now." 
 
According to West, without the additional water made available by the permit amendment, thousands of 
people in Comal and Kendall counties, as well as the surrounding area, face dire water situations during 
periods of low rainfall and severe drought.   
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GBRA, as charged by the Texas Legislature, is responsible for ensuring adequate water supplies are 
available to communities in the Guadalupe River Basin.  In addition, the permit amendment is a key part 
of the State Water Plan, providing water to meet current and future water demands in Region L. 
 
"A resolution issued last week by the GBRA Board of Directors reaffirms our commitment to working 
closely with all interested parties to find ways to preserve and conserve the use of Canyon Reservoir 
and its resources," said West.  "We have always been open in our dealings on this issue and will 
continue to do so.  Evidently, Judge Cooper concurred.” 
 
“The resolution commits personnel and finances from GBRA for several studies and other programs that 
will benefit the reservoir region, including a Canyon Reservoir Regional Water Quality Study and a 
Canyon Reservoir Economic Benefit Study,” said West.  GBRA is also sponsoring a joint study with the 
US Corps of Engineers for a Seasonal Release Plan for Canyon Reservoir.  Other GBRA efforts 
includes support of the Natural Resources Conservation Service brush management program and 
development of ‘smart growth’ alternatives for development of the Hill Country, planning, permitting, 
funding and construction of additional flood control facilities and development of additional rainfall 
monitoring and flood warning systems. 
 
Canyon Reservoir was built by GBRA and the Corps of Engineers in 1964 to provide flood control 
protection and to capture water and store it for distribution to meet the needs of the surrounding region.  
GBRA pays nearly $600,000 per year in debt service and operating costs toward maintenance and 
operation of the Reservoir. 
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