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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   April 1, 2002 
SEGUIN – “We totally disagree with today’s announcement by American Rivers that places the Guadalupe on their ‘Top 
Ten Most Endangered Rivers’ list,” said Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority (GBRA) general manager W. E. “Bill” West, Jr.  
“This designation defies all logic – it makes no sense at all.” 
 
According to West, the selection of the Guadalupe River was made by a non-profit organization, based in Washington, 
D.C., at the request of the San Marcos River Foundation (SMRF), another non-profit organization that recently filed an 
application with the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission (TNRCC) to control all remaining unappropriated 
flows in the Guadalupe River. 
 
“We are saddened that SMRF would take it upon itself to influence this designation for one of the most pristine river 
systems in the state.  The entire Guadalupe River, from its headwaters in Kerrville to its mouth at San Antonio Bay, is a 
unique water resource that serves hundreds of thousands of people for everything from human water consumption, 
electrical generation, to recreation and commercial fishing,” West said.   
 
West said concerns about the Guadalupe River are unfounded.  “Major river systems in Texas are constantly monitored 
by TNRCC, the Texas Water Development Board and other state agencies for a number of factors, including water 
quantity, water quality and sufficient instream flows.” 
 
No one from American Rivers contacted GBRA or the Upper Guadalupe River Authority (UGRA) for any information, said 
West, despite the fact that we are the official agencies created by the Texas Legislature to be responsible for the 
Guadalupe River.   
 
“In addition to studies that GBRA has commissioned over the years, there is a wealth of data developed during the state 
water planning process that we would have been happy to share with American Rivers,” said West. 
 
This data shows that flows to San Antonio Bay from the Guadalupe River have actually been higher during the last four 
decades, despite increased population growth and demand.  In addition, the new State Water Plan provides the region 
with water and also protects the environment, without constructing as many as six new reservoirs that earlier studies had 
originally planned for the Guadalupe basin, West said.  When implemented, the new State Water Plan will actually 
increase freshwater flows to San Antonio Bay. 
 
He said “designating the Guadalupe River as endangered, despite information to the contrary, implies that “GBRA and 
Texas’ state agencies are not doing their jobs.  Nothing could be further from the truth, and these agencies and their 
employees do not deserve this allegation.”   
 
The Guadalupe River, and its ample water supply, are an important part of the new State Water Plan, which will provide a 
better method of protecting the bay and estuary than the SMRF method proposed, said West. 
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