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March 14, 2003 
 
GBRA, SARA and SAWS Elect Not to Pursue Inter-Basin 
Transfer 
 
SAN ANTONIO –  The Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority, 
(GBRA), San Antonio River Authority (SARA) and San Antonio 
Water System (SAWS) -- project partners for the $600-million Lower 
Guadalupe Water Supply Project (LGWSP) – announced today that 
they have elected not to pursue inter-basin transfer (IBT) legislation 
specific to the Guadalupe and San Antonio rivers in the current 
legislative session. 
 
“The legislation we were considering, if passed by the Texas Legislature, 
would have confirmed that water taken from below the confluence of the 
Guadalupe and San Antonio rivers, and delivered upstream for use in the 
Guadalupe and San Antonio watersheds, is not an interbasin transfer,” 
said Bill West, GBRA, General Manager. 
 
West added, “We believe this project is not an interbasin transfer because 
the water will originate in, and be used within, the contributing 
watersheds; however, this is an extremely complicated issue that has 
created a number of questions and concerns.  The issue deserves more 
time, and will allow us to involve more people in the process before we 
seek legislative action specific to the Guadalupe and San Antonio 
watersheds.” 
 
The Lower Guadalupe Water Supply Project is slated for completion in 
2011.  It will deliver a combination of surface water and ground water 
via pipeline from the lower Guadalupe watershed to communities along 
the pipeline route and the San Antonio area.  This significant new water 
supply will help reduce reliance on the Edwards Aquifer.  It will also 
help protect the spring flow of the Comal and San Marcos springs, which 
contribute up to 80% of the base flow of the Guadalupe River’s during 
periods of low flow and drought. 
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SARA General Manager Greg Rothe said that a communications plan for the project is almost 
completed, and will include several public participation components including a Technical Advisory 
Forum and a Citizens Advisory Forum. 
 
“The Technical Advisory Forum will be comprised of representatives from identified environmental 
organizations and state or regional governments with interest or expertise in water quality, water 
resource protection, ecosystem preservation, aquatic health, bay and estuary habitat, endangered 
species, surface and groundwater management, coastal fisheries and wildlife preservation,” Rothe 
said. 
 
“This group will be very important to the project, providing us with advice and guidance on the 
management of a variety of environmental issues involved in the development, implementation and 
operations of the project, he added. 
 
The Citizens Advisory Forum will include citizens from throughout the 14-county region involved in 
the Lower Guadalupe Water Supply Project.   Counties included are Bexar, Calhoun, Caldwell, 
Comal, DeWitt, Goliad, Gonzales, Guadalupe, Hays, Karnes, Kendall, Refugio, Victoria, and 
Wilson. 
 
“The charge of the Citizens Advisory Forum will be to provide their counsel and feedback to the 
project partners as decisions are made on the project’s policies, plans and the many individual sub-
projects,” Rothe said.  “This forum will offer an ongoing opportunity for dialogue between citizen 
representatives and project leaders.  Together we will be able to identify issues of concern and 
receive honest evaluation on the project’s progress and impact within the region.”  
 
One of the first areas of focus for public comment will be the recently authorized extensive, multi-
year studies – led by scientific teams from the University of Texas at Austin and Texas A&M 
University—to determine potential impacts of the project on the Guadalupe estuary system and San 
Antonio Bay, and on endangered species, specifically the Whooping Crane.  A third study evaluating 
groundwater supplies in the lower basin is also underway. 
 
 
 


