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SEGUIN – At a hearing yesterday in Austin by the Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality, TCEQ Commissioners unanimously denied a permit application by the San Marcos 
River Foundation (SMRF) that would have granted them rights to the majority of  
unappropriated flows in the San Marcos River and the lower Guadalupe River basin. 
 
“If the SMRF permit application had been approved, it would have been contrary to the water 
rights system in Texas that has been in place for over 100 years,” said Bill West, general 
manager of the Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority (GBRA). 
 
TCEQ Commissioners identified numerous points in the state Water Code that supported their 
position denying the application. They indicated that TCEQ did not have specific statutory 
authority to issue such a permit request, because there are clear directives in the water code that 
provide for environmental protection. 
 
They also determined there was no specific precedent for the permit application’s filing 
that would permit them to approve the SMRF application. 
 
Many of the Commissioners’ positions were reflected in the initial pleadings submitted to the 
Commission by Lt. Governor David Dewhurst, GBRA, San Antonio River Authority, San 
Antonio Water System, the Texas Water Conservation Association and municipalities who had 
previously filed amicus briefs opposing SMRF. 
 
“This is good news for the State and this is good news for the region, because it removes a 
potential conflict that would have impacted the Lower Guadalupe Water Supply Project,” West 
said. 
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