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SEGUIN – The Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority Scholarship Program, which is a part of the 
GBRA Employee Volunteer Program, awarded $2,000 scholarships to five area students at the GBRA 
Board of Directors meeting in Seguin on Wednesday, May 21.   
 

Mara Gonzalez graduated from Lifegate Christian School in Guadalupe County and will study 
Child Psychology in college. While in high school she participated in the Art and Academic competition, 
basketball team, track team, vocal competition, yearbook staff, choir, Chapel Musicians, drama and 
cheerleading. She is a member of the National Honor Society and Student Council. Her community 
service consists of “Adopt-A-Grandma” at Nesbit Nursing Home, Tech Crew for Seguin Art Center 
summer play, South Texas Children’s Home, participation in various mission trips, Vacation Bible School 
teacher, and roofing & painting projects with First Baptist Youth Group. 
 

Amy McKee graduated from Seguin High School and currently attends Texas Lutheran University 
in Guadalupe County. She plans to enter the field of education upon graduating from college. In high 
school Amy was on the newspaper staff, participated in the concert band, marching band, National Honor 
Society, and participated in the Peer Assistance and Leadership Skills program.  She also assisted with 
Vacation Bible School. In college she is an after school facilitator helping fourteen students, ages 6 to 10, 
with homework, engaging students in activities and assisting with games and trips on school holidays.  

 
Samantha Oleksy graduated from Canyon High School in Comal County, and will study electrical 

and computer engineering. In high school Samantha was a member of the National Honor Society, 
Canyon High School Mixed Chorale and Treble Choir, Family, Career, and Community Leaders of 
America, HOSA, Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Student Council, Cross-Country, and 4-H.  Her 
community service consisted of St. Peter & Paul Religious Education Teacher and Teacher’s Aide, trash 
pickup with National Honor Society and Annual Friends of the River, Thanksgiving Food for Families food 
drive, and caroling at Eden Retirement Home.  
 

Ivan Velasquez graduated from Nixon/Smiley High School in Gonzales County and will study 
computer engineering and applied mathematics at Texas University in Austin. In high school, he was 
President  of the National Honor Society, a member of the varsity tennis team, Student Council, FCA, and 
a class officer. Ivan has many hours of community service volunteering with his church youth group, 
participating in the adopt-a-highway program picking up trash, and he participated in the Adopt a Family 
program  to provide a Thanksgiving meal to a needy family. 

 
Stephanie Weber graduated from Memorial High School in Victoria County and will attend the 

University of Texas at Dallas where she will study science and engineering. She is a member of the 
Anchor Club and volunteered at the Boys and Girls Club during Easter, delivered food and toys on 



Thanksgiving and Christmas, worked backstage during the Nutcracker for the Victoria Ballet Theatre and 
volunteered at Adopt-a-Pet.  

 
The GBRA Employee Volunteer Program was founded in December of 2000 and is led by a 

committee with a chairperson responsible for the overall program.  Its purpose is to improve the quality of 
life in area communities through the commitment of GBRA employees and the use of their time, energy, 
talents and skills.  Employee volunteerism is strictly voluntary, unpaid work performed by employees for 
non-profit or government organizations engaged in civic, health, education, social services and other 
charitable pursuits.   
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