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SEGUIN-  The results of a study to determine how rapid growth in the area around Canyon 
Reservoir might affect its water quality were presented to the Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority 
(GBRA) Board of Directors on Wednesday, July 16.   
 
According to general manager Bill West, several counties within GBRA’s statutory district --
Kendall, Hays, Guadalupe and Comal -- are experiencing higher than normal growth.  Without 
careful planning, this growth has the potential to adversely affect water quality throughout the 
watershed.  “One of GBRA’s primary responsibilities is to help protect the water quality of the 
rivers and streams within the Guadalupe River watershed,” said West. 
 
West said the motivation for the Canyon Reservoir study occurred while his agency was working 
with officials in Comal County on various water-related projects.  “We listened to their concerns 
about growth, proposed development and population projections, and also received input from 
the county’s Water Wise Committee.  This information was instrumental in GBRA’s decision to 
contact the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) about the feasibility of a study that would 
accept the reality of growth in the area around Canyon Reservoir and find ways to avoid, or 
minimize, its effect on water quality,” West said. 
 
“We always prefer to be proactive rather than reactive.  It’s much easier to keep water clean, 
than to clean it up after the damage is done,” said West.   
 
The 15-month study cost $130,000 and was financed by a $65,000 grant from TWDB, and 
matched with funds from GBRA and Comal County.  Technical management of the study was 
conducted by PBS&J, Inc., an engineering and environmental consulting firm based in Austin.   
 
“As part of GBRA’s commitment to provide a vehicle for public participation, a steering 
committee was appointed to ensure diversity of input and guidance on matters of local interest,” 
West said.   
 



The 18 member committee consisted of one representative each from the US Army Corp of 
Engineers, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, 
New Braunfels Utilities, Canyon Lake Water Supply Corporation, Water Oriented Recreation 
District, Canyon Lake Area Property Owners Association, Southeast Trinity Groundwater 
District, Northwest Comal County Environmental Coalition, Guadalupe River Association, and 
Comal County; developers were represented by Bluegreen Southwest and Southerland 
Properties; each county commissioner nominated one person, including Scott Watson, Mal 
McClinchie, Howard Armstrong, Carl Thompson, and Herbert Sanchez; and GBRA and PBS&J 
were represented by staff members. 
 
Debbie Magin, GBRA director of water quality services, worked closely with PBS&J and the 
committee during its formation and throughout the study and meeting process.  “The committee 
members are to be commended for their interest and dedication,” said Magin.  “They all accepted 
that growth is a reality, that it has the potential to adversely affect water quality and were 
committed to looking at all options available to reduce the impact on Canyon Lake and the 
surrounding area.”   
 
At a formal presentation to the Comal County Commissioners Court on July 3, Paul Jensen of 
PBS&J summarized the study’s six recommendations: 
1.  Low Impact Development 
2.  On-Site Sewage Facilities 
3.  Regional Wastewater Treatment Plants 
4.  Water Quality Protection Zone 
5.  Environmental Education 
6.  Water Conservation 
 
All recommendations, with the exception of Regional Wastewater Treatment Plants, were 
endorsed by the entire committee.  According to Magin, while the majority of the members 
recognized that this alternative should be considered, a few members felt that septic tanks should 
be preferred over regional wastewater systems. 
 
“GBRA believes that the reality of growth in the area around Canyon Lake is unavoidable,” said 
West.  “The study made every effort to include public operation, beneficial reuse and other 
options to ensure an environmentally sound result.  We hope that as the general public gains a 
greater understanding of these issues, they will concur that well-designed and managed 
wastewater systems offer greater protection to Canyon Lake than individual septic tanks.” 
 
“GBRA has no current plans to develop any of the three regional wastewater treatment plants 
referenced in the report,” said West.  “Our hope for this study was to highlight the questions and 
issues up front, so that everyone involved could work together – with the end result being 
protection of Canyon Lake’s water quality.” 
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