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SEGUIN-  The Western Canyon Water Supply Project is on schedule and should be 
ready to deliver a firm supply of treated drinking water to communities in Comal 
and Kendall counties by the Spring of 2005.   
 
That information, along with a briefing on the project’s current status, was 
presented to the Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority (GBRA) Board of Directors at 
their monthly meeting on October 15. 
 
David Welsch, GBRA director of project development, reported “we are actively 
involved with appraisals and acquisition.”  He said approximately 85% of the 
alignment and titles to property along the 46-mile pipeline route have been 
identified and laid out, field surveys have been completed on 30% of the route, and 
core drillings are underway. 
 
Gary Asbury, manager of project engineering, told the Board that the property for 
the water treatment plant has been purchased, surveyed and is being cleared for 
construction.   
 
“Testing of the membrane filters for the water treatment process, as required by the 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ), has been completed,” said 
Asbury.  “We have purchased the filters and they are now being built.”   
 
Asbury said 90% construction drawings for the water treatment plant have been 
received, and specifications for the plant were scheduled for delivery on October 16.  



In addition, 50% drawings for the remote pump station have been reviewed, and 
plans and specifications for the raw water intake pump station will be delivered 
soon.  All plans and specifications received to date will be internally reviewed and 
returned to the consultants within 30 days. 
 
“Because the construction period will be a relatively short 12 to 15 months, this 
project will be split into seven separate contracts – the water plant, the raw water 
intake at Comal Park, remote pump stations, three pipeline contracts and the 
SCADA-Control system.  The contracts have different start dates, but all have the 
same substantial completion dates of Spring 2005,” Asbury said. 
 
The Western Canyon Water Supply Project will provide a firm supply of treated 
surface water at an economical cost to people and communities in portions of Comal 
and Kendall counties.  Many people in these areas currently use wells drilled into 
the limited groundwater supplies of the Trinity Aquifer and experience water 
quality and quantity problems during times of low rainfall or drought.  This project 
will also help reduce pumping from wells in the Edwards Aquifer. 
 
In-district project customers include the cities of Boerne, Bulverde and Fair Oaks 
Ranch, Tapatio Springs Resort/Kendall County Utility Company, Cordillera Ranch 
and Johnson Ranch developments.  Additional customers may eventually be added 
from other certificated water supply areas.   
 
Contracts have also been signed with the San Antonio Water System (SAWS) and 
the San Antonio River Authority (SARA).  Water provided under these contracts is 
not initially required in-district and will be returned at the end of the contract 
period.   
 
Participation by SAWS and SARA provides for efficient utilization of the facilities in 
the early years of the project, which results in a lower operating cost and rates for 
in-district customers. 
 
“Many Central Texas communities badly need the water this project will produce.  
They need that water now, and GBRA is committed to providing that water,” said 
GBRA general manager W. E. “Bill” West, Jr.  “We are excited about the progress 
we are making, and will continue to do everything necessary to proceed -- so that a 
firm supply of treated drinking water can be delivered to residents in water-short 
areas in Comal and Kendall Counties by the spring of 2005.” 
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