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GBRA, SAWS to conduct scientific study of new EAA pumping limits interim 
management plan.   
 
 
SEGUIN and SAN ANTONIO…..The Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority (GBRA) and 
San Antonio Water System (SAWS) announced today that they will engage an 
engineering firm to study the impacts of a recent decision by the Edwards Aquifer 
Authority (EAA) to establish a ‘two-tiered’ system of senior and junior pumping rights 
through 2007. 
 
“We’re basing our decisions on the other parts of the regional water plan on science so it 
just makes sense to use science in this case as well,” said GBRA General Manager W.E. 
“Bill” West.  “While SAWS and GBRA had different opinions about the proposals that 
came before the EAA, we both still agree that managing the Edwards as a regional 
resource is the right thing to do.” 
 
The EAA has been wrestling with finding an approach to balance the regulatory 
requirements to grant historical pumping rights from the Edwards with an overall 
pumping limit of 450,000 acre feet for the five-county Edwards region.  The permits are 
expected to exceed the regional cap by as much as 100,000 acre feet resulting in the 
challenge of reducing overall pumping from the Edwards Aquifer to meet the 450,000 
acre-foot limit. 
 
The EAA board, representing agricultural, municipal and spring interests, unanimously 
chose a compromise option which sets out “senior water rights” which would be all 
permits within the 450,000 acre-foot limit and “junior water rights” which accounts for 
all permitted water over 450,000 acre feet.  All water included in senior water rights can 
be pumped until the level of the Edwards Aquifer at the J-17 test well in San Antonio 
reaches 650 feet mean sea level, at which point the Critical Period Management Plan is 
triggered.  Junior water can only be pumped if the Edwards Aquifer level is above 665 
feet msl. 
 
The Edwards Region has averaged pumping 400,000 acre feet per year over the last 10 
years (includes wet and dry years).  Prior to regional management and water conservation 
efforts, peak historical pumping has exceeded 540,000 acre-feet per year. 
 
 
 



“San Antonio and GBRA led the efforts back in the early 1990s to get the EAA regional 
management plan in place to protect the Edwards as a regional resource,” said SAWS 
President/CEO Eugene Habiger.  “Those were very bold moves the region took to 
demonstrate to the rest of the State that we are serious about water management and 
water supply diversification.” 
 
To describe how San Antonio has begun to fulfill its commitment to finding additional  
sources of water, Habiger explained that San Antonio has been recognized in Texas and 
nationally for its water conservation, water recycling, water supply planning, 
environmental protection and public involvement efforts. 
 
“San Antonio has invested more than $400 million over the last 10 years in developing 
other water supplies for the community’s future,” Habiger said.  “All of our efforts speak 
very clearly about our intentions.  Managing the Edwards Aquifer is job one, conserving 
and developing local supplies is step two, and working with regional partners like GBRA 
to develop regional resources for long-term benefit of all our communities is the next 
logical step.” 
 
The engineering study is expected to begin in the next couple of weeks and be completed 
in a few months.  The study results will be used to help the agencies analyze the effect of 
the interim EAA plan on the Guadalupe River, water availability to Edwards permit 
holders and the benefits to the entire region from SAWS’ Aquifer Storage and Recovery 
project. 
 
“GBRA, SAWS and the San Antonio River Authority (SARA) recognize how important 
it is for us to ensure that regional water planning efforts – and the crucial water supplies 
that will be created for this growing region – will continue.  This joint study proposed by 
GBRA and SAWS will analyze the effect of the EAA plan on the Guadalupe River and 
Edwards permit holders.  The results will serve as the basis for a future agreement 
between our two agencies as we continue our efforts to develop regional water 
management solutions,” said West. 
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