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SEGUIN---- The D.M. O’Connor Interests and their representatives – Mark 
Rose, Bill Jones and Jim Blackburn – are operating off their own personal agenda, 
which gives them the freedom to say or do essentially anything.  They are not 
responsible to anyone other than themselves and their own interests. 
 
 But, the Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority does have a responsibility – to all 
the people and communities of the entire Guadalupe River Basin.  That 
responsibility is to protect the Guadalupe River for all those who depend on it – for 
municipal, economic and environmental requirements. 
 
 To meet that responsibility, we must find ways to help manage the water 
resources of this region in order to preserve the spring flow that is the lifeblood of 
the Guadalupe River.  In times of drought, spring flow – primarily from the Comal 
and San Marcos springs – accounts for as much as 65 percent of the Guadalupe’s 
flow at Victoria.  Without spring flow, the river becomes a trickle, the economies of 
the communities up and down the river – from New Braunfels and San Marcos to 
Victoria – are devastated and the environmental health of San Antonio Bay is 
seriously damaged for wildlife and fisheries. 
 
 Spring flow for the Guadalupe is absolutely dependent on the Edwards 
Aquifer.  The better the aquifer can be managed, the less stress put upon it, the 
better spring flow will be.  The Lower Guadalupe Water Supply Project (LGWSP) 
would have gone far toward providing a long-term “fix” to the spring flow issue for 
the Guadalupe. 
 
 All large water projects are controversial.  All large water projects take a long 
time to come to fruition.  All large water projects are expensive.  But, that doesn’t 
mean that we – as protectors of the Guadalupe River – should not investigate all 
the possibilities for water resources in our region.  To do our job, we must balance 
the many and sometimes competing interests in the Guadalupe River Basin for the 
greater good.   
 



 GBRA, throughout our 72-year history, has tackled tough issues for the 
benefit of the Guadalupe River Basin.  Whether it was working with the Corps of 
Engineers to build Canyon Reservoir (a 30-year process) or, most recently, the effort 
to put together the LGWSP with the San Antonio River Authority and the San 
Antonio Water System, we have taken the long-term view to meet the water needs 
of the Guadalupe River Basin and protect the Guadalupe River.   
 
 Now that SAWS has withdrawn from the LGWSP, we are evaluating all 
options for the Guadalupe River Basin and that will take some time.  The Lower 
Guadalupe project is a Region L strategy developed within the planning process – 
and therefore Region L needs to be involved in deciding what to do with it. The 
SAWS withdrawal raises red flags about the future of the Edwards Aquifer, spring 
flow at New Braunfels and San Marcos and, therefore, the Guadalupe River itself.  
The D.M. O’Connor Interests’ support of that action is not in the best interests of 
the lower basin. 
 
 We will do whatever it takes to protect the Guadalupe River.  That is our 
responsibility and our commitment.  That is our only agenda. 
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