
 
NEWS 

 
 GUADALUPE-BLANCO RIVER AUTHORITY 

933 EAST COURT STREET�SEGUIN, TEXAS 78155�FAX [830] 379-9718 
 
CONTACT:  Judy Gardner, Manager of Communications and Education or Tammy Beutnagel, 
[830] 379-5822, email jgardner@gbra.org or tbeutnagel@gbra.org 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   August 29, 2006 
 

GBRA Urges Voluntary Suspension Of Lawn And 
Landscape Watering from Rivers, Streams and 

Lakes in Guadalupe River Basin  
Cites TCEQ Appeal to Domestic and Livestock River 

and Stream Users 
 
SEGUIN- Citing continued extreme drought conditions, the Guadalupe-Blanco River 

Authority (GBRA) is supporting last Thursday’s request by the Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality (TCEQ) encouraging landowners who are allowed reasonable use of 

water from rivers and streams adjoining their property for domestic and livestock use, to 

voluntarily suspend lawn and landscape watering effective immediately. 

 According to the TCEQ South Texas and Concho River Basin Watermaster, Al 

Segovia, “the continued decline of our major rivers and tributaries is at a crisis level, and 

before we are forced to issue mandatory suspensions, we are asking those affected to 

voluntarily conserve.” 

The TCEQ news release covers affected landowners in the Guadalupe River Basin, 

and specifically mentioned declining river flows at Kerrville, from a median flow of 60 cubic 

feet per second (cfs) to the current level of 27 cfs.  West said many other areas are also 

recording low flows, including a 6 cfs inflow into Canyon Reservoir, 257 cfs at New Braunfels 

(30% of monthly norm), 218 cfs at Gonzales (15% of monthly norm) and 278 at Victoria 

(27% of monthly norm).   

“The drought is raising public awareness about the need to conserve water from 

rivers and streams, but it’s also provoking a lot of questions about when and how that water 

can be used,” said GBRA general manager Bill West.   
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West explained that TCEQ is the state agency responsible for regulating surface 

water pumped or diverted from Texas lakes and rivers.  Major users, such as cities, 

industries and large agricultural enterprises must apply to TCEQ for a state water permit in 

order to divert water and must submit annual reports accounting for that water use.   

However, under Chapter 11 of the Texas Water Code, landowners adjacent to state 

waters who only need a small amount of water for domestic and livestock purposes are 

exempt from permit requirements.  The exemption includes uses such as watering a lawn, 

family garden or providing water to a few animals, but does not apply to commercial 

ventures or produce grown for sale to the public. 

“We hope people who qualify for this permit exemption will heed TCEQ’s call for 

voluntary suspending lawn and landscape watering while we’re in the midst of this serious 

drought,” said West.  “This applies to landowners on the Guadalupe, Blanco and San Marcos 

Rivers, Canyon Lake, the GBRA hydroelectric lakes, and smaller streams and tributaries 

throughout the Guadalupe River Basin.”   

The voluntary suspension does not impact drinking water for livestock or regular 

daily human needs. 
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