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GBRA Treats Guadalupe River for Invasive Hydrilla

For more information

LaMarriol Smith, GBRA, (830)379-5822, lsmith@gbra.org

SEGUIN – Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority (GBRA) officials are treating the Guadalupe River one mile downstream of FM 

1117 the week of Sept. 15-19 with an herbicide to control the aquatic plant, hydrilla. The plant growth has reached a level that 

is affecting the accuracy of the flow gauge located downstream of Seguin .

 

The aquatic herbicide Nautique will be sprayed in a one mile section of the river where large amounts of the hydrilla have 

taken over.

 

Hydrilla is a rooted, submerged aquatic plant overgrowing in abundance in the Guadalupe River. In addition to affecting flow, 

this invasive non-native plant can negatively affect water quality and fish populations . It grows in large mats by way of 

underground stems.  It is easily spread by clippings that break loose and float downstream or by attaching to boat propellers.  

Hydrilla also clogs water intakes, boat slips, waterfronts and canals, and can grow dense enough to pose safety hazards for 

boaters.

 

“Treatment will be done in areas of the river that have the greatest potential for effect in hopes to improve flow and slow the 

growth,” said Debbie Magin, GBRA Director of Water Quality Services. “Although the treatment does not kill the entire plant, 

the surface portion of the plant will be reduced, and results from the application should be seen within a week,” she added.

 

In 2013, triploid grass carp were stocked in the river to consume the hydrilla, a staple to their diet. “The carp are still doing 

their job,” says Magin, “but the hydrilla is spreading much more rapidly now because of low river flows.”

 

There are no restrictions on water use during the application period. For specific information about the project or aquatic 

herbicides, contact Magin at 830-379-5822.

 

The GBRA is a recognized leader in managing water resources that benefit both people and the environment . GBRA provides 

stewardship for the water resources in its 10-county statutory district, which includes Kendall, Comal, Hays, Caldwell, 

Guadalupe, Gonzales, DeWitt, Victoria, Calhoun and Refugio counties.
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