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On Monday, Sept. 18, 2017, GBRA staff was made aware of a report of an odor emanating in the area below Canyon Reservoir
and the potential for cyanobacterial (algae) bloom. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) posted an advisory sign
cautioning the public about possible cyanobacterial (algae) blooms and to not swim or consume water directly from the river.
GBRA also posted a notice on its social media sites regarding the potential algae bloom . On that same day, GBRA water quality
staff responded by collecting water samples from the reported area . Subsequently, on Wednesday, Sept. 20, GBRA staff
returned to the site and collected a second set of samples. There were no signs of an algae bloom readily visible around the area
on either day. All test results of water samples collected by GBRA will be submitted to TCEQ for evaluation , but initial review of
the data does not indicate the presence of an algae bloom.
As part of its participation in the TCEQ’s Clean Rivers Program, GBRA conducts regular water sampling at various locations
throughout the Guadalupe River Watershed, including 11 sites in Comal County. Tests run on these samples include, among
others, E. Coli, total suspended solids, and several nutrients. Algal assays are not a part of this program. Both current and
historical sampling data are maintained on GBRA’s website within the Clean Rivers Program under the Water Quality tab .
GBRA Communications and Education staff disseminates press releases to local media and posts accordingly on the press
release page of GBRA’s website: www.gbra.org. Information also is shared on GBRA’s social media accounts through
Instagram and Twitter “ @GBRATX” and Facebook at “ GBRA of Texas.”
The GBRA was established by the Texas Legislature in 1933 as a water conservation and reclamation district. GBRA provides
stewardship for the water resources in its 10-county statutory district, which begins near the headwaters of the Guadalupe and
Blanco rivers, ends at San Antonio Bay, and includes Kendall, Comal, Hays, Caldwell, Guadalupe, Gonzales, DeWitt, Victoria,
Calhoun, and Refugio counties.
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